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CHRISTIE’S DECEMBER DESIGN SALE SERIES IN NEW 

YORK ACHEIVES $12 MILLION  

HIGHLIGHTED BY THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL SALE OF  

IMPORTANT TIFFANY FROM THE COLLECTION OF 

MARY M. AND ROBERT M. MONTGOMERY, JR. 

      

LEFT: The top lot of the Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. , a Twelve-

Light Turtleback Tile 'Moorish' Chandelier, circa 1905 by Tiffany Studios. $550,000 

RIGHT: The top lot of the Design Sale Josef Hoffmann’s Important Set of Three Light Fixtures, from the Dr. Hermann 

Wittgenstein Commission, Vienna circa 1906. $774,000 

NEW YORK – Christie’s December Design sales in New York totalled $12,029,250 on Friday, 11 
December, across a various owners Design auction, which achieved $8,063,000 and the dedicated sale 
of Important Tiffany from the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr., which realized 
$3,966,250.  
 
The grouping of 34 lots from the collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. was sold 100% by 
lot and far exceeded the high estimate for the group. The success of the sale is indicative of the quality of 
each piece, the discerning tastes with which they were acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery, and the 
continued strength of the market for superlative examples by Tiffany Studios.  
 
The top lot of the Montgomery Collection was a Twelve-Light Turtleback Tile 'Moorish' Chandelier, circa 
1905 by Tiffany Studios, which achieved $550,000, more than doubling its high estimate, and setting an 
auction record for a Twelve-Light Turtleback Tile 'Moorish' Chandelier. The chandelier was followed by a 



Rare ‘Pebble' Table Lamp, circa 1901-1904, which also eclipsed its high estimate of $150,000, realizing 
$537,500.  
 
The Montgomery Collection was also represented by a selection of jewelry included in Christie’s 
Magnificent Jewels sale that took place on December 8. The group achieved $ $1,090,000, bringing 
the running total for the Collection of Mary M. and Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. to $5,501,095.   
 
Continuing on the theme of strong prices for extraordinary lighting, the top lot of the various owner design 
auction was Josef Hoffmann’s Important Set of Three Light Fixtures, from the Dr. Hermann Wittgenstein 
Commission, Vienna circa 1906, which realized $774,000 against a high estimate against a presale 
estimate of $200,000-300,000. Eileen Gray’s 'Bibendum' Armchair, 1926-1928 claimed the sale’s second 
highest price having achieved $687,500. The armchair was followed by Gray’s ‘Aum Mane Padme Aum’ 
lacquer panel circa 1912, which sold for $612,500. 
 

 

 
About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had auction sales in 2019 that totalled £4.5 bill ion / $5.8 bill ion. Christie’s is a name and place that 

speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80 categories, 

including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. 

Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasi s on Post-War & Contemporary, 

Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world includin g in London, New York, 

Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at 

the back of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.   

# # # 

Images available on request 

FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

           

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Christies/
https://twitter.com/christiesinc
https://www.instagram.com/christiesinc/
https://www.pinterest.com/christiesinc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions

