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Hong Kong – Christie’s Hong Kong will hold its inaugural Handbags & Accessories auction on 24 November 2014. 
Consisting of  over 120 lots with a combined estimation of  over HK$7 million, headlining the sale is an extremely rare Hermès 
Matte Graphite Nilo Crocodile Birkin 35. It also boasts a range of  highly sought-after Hermès handbags, including Bollide, 
Constance, Drag, Kelly, Toolbox and more. In addition, a series of  signature pieces from luxury brands such as Bottega Veneta, 
Chanel and Louis Vuitton complete the sale. 
 

HERMÈ S CROCODILE BIRKIN  

 

Two important Hermès crocodile Birkin bags will be offered in the 
auction. A Matte Graphite Nilo Crocodile Birkin 35 is one of  the 
most sought-after bags in the world. Graphite is a shade that is rarely 
seen with a matte finish or with a gold hardware (illustrated right, 
estimate: HK$350,000-450,000). Another highlight is a Matte 
Poussière Porosus Crocodile Birkin 35 with palladium hardware 
(illustrated left, estimate: HK$300,000-400,000). Poussière is an 
uncommon shade; while Porosus is the finest Crocodile used by 
Hermès. The dye process for light-coloured skins is complicated and 
difficult thus very few of  them are produced, which makes the bag 
exceptionally rare.  

 

IMPORTANT VINTAGE FINDS 

Moreover, a selection of  vintage pieces will be presented, including a Hermès Shiny Bleu Saphir Porosus 
Crocodile Sellier Kelly 28 with gold hardware (illustrated on page 1, estimate: HK$150,000-200,000). This 
special Kelly was produced in 1993. Over 20-years-old, the condition of  this bag remains immaculate. The 
bag is done in Porosus Crocodile, the finest skin that Hermès uses. Most importantly for this bag is the 
colour, Bleu Saphir. This colour was “rested” for nearly 20 years before being re-released. The re-released 
Bleu Saphir is different from the original, making the original, like this one, very much sought-after.  
 
A Hermès Shiny Vert Jasmine Porosus Crocodile Sellier Bolide 27 made in 1997 (illustrated right, 
estimate: HK$40,000-60,000) will also make its appearance in the auction. This Mini Bolide is done in 
Vert Jasmine, an extremely rare shade of  green amongst the brand.  



VIVID SELECTION  

The auction will also feature an array of  vividly coloured handbags. Hermès has slowed and nearly stopped the production of  
Ostrich Birkin in size 35. They are only available in smaller sizes now due to a scarcity of  the skin. This Tangerine Ostrich 
Birkin 35 Bag with palladium hardware (illustrated middle, estimate: HK$125,000-200,000) is therefore highly collectible.  
 
Also from Hermès, the Kelly Pochette was introduced in 2006 and designed by renowned fashion designer Jean Paul Gaultier. 
This Shiny Geranium Alligator Kelly Pochette example comes with permabrass hardware (illustrated left, estimate: 
HK$75,000-125,000), adding luxury finish to this bag. For Chanel, Christie's will offer a Matte Pink Crocodile Medium 
Mademoiselle (illustrated right, estimate: HK$40,000-60,000) with burnished silver hardware. This bag is one of  the star pieces 
created by the brand in 2011. 
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About Christie’s  

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in the first half of 2014 that totaled £ 2.69 / $4.47 billion, making it the 

highest half year total in Christie’s history. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as 
international glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the 

centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including 

all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also 
has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War & Contemporary, Impressionist & 

Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. Private sales in the first half of 2014 totalled £ 498.9 million ($828.2 million). 

 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 12 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 

Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Mumbai. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in 

growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s 

credits. 

 

# # # 

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 

Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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