
 

 

 
 
 

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL 
FIRST ONLINE SALE OF SMALL SCALE SCULPTURE BY  

IMPRESSIONIST & MODERN AND MODERN BRITISH ARTISTS 
FROM 20 JUNE – 3 JULY 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online – Christie’s is pleased to announce full details of Small is Beautiful: The Online Modern Sculpture Sale, the first 

online sale of small-scale sculpture by Impressionist & Modern artists and Modern British artists. This new sale 

concept reflects the increased international demand witnessed for works on a smaller scale by artists such as 

Salvador Dali, Henry Moore, Auguste Rodin, Max Ernst and Pablo Picasso. This online format offers both new 

and established collectors the opportunity to add to their collections during Impressionist and Modern Art Week 

in London.  The works on offer date from 1892 to the present day with estimates ranging from £800 to 

£100,000. The full sale exhibition will be on view at Christie’s South Kensington from 20 June to 3 July 2014. 

 

Tom Best, Specialist and Head of Sale: “We put together this new sale format as a response to the increasingly global 

demand we have seen for smaller works by these 20th and 21st century artists. This sale format also adds an extra dimension to the 
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week of Impressionist & Modern sales in London, giving clients a new way to add to their collections and the ability to bid from 

around the globe.”     
 

Leading the sale is Victoire de Samothrace by Salvador Dalí (estimate: £70,000 – 100,000, illustrated page 1), a 

sculpture demonstrating a blend of Dalinian ideas fused into a representation of the Winged Victory of Samothrace, 

the famed second century B.C. Greek sculpture of the goddess, Nike. An egg-like object at the base of the 

bronze appears to merge with a Christ figure as a symbol of birth and a new world. Bay laurel branches from the 

Greek myth of Daphne stretch out from the figure in an explosion-like growth, echoing the advances of science 

and atomic theory with which Dalí was fascinated at the time. Originally intended as part of the restoration 

process for the Chateau Vaux le Pénil after the Second World War, Victoire de Samothrace overflows with iconic 

concepts and symbols that are so unique to the 20th Century surrealist master.  

Pablo Picasso’s Taureau was originally conceived in 1955 and 

was cast during the artist's life time, just over half a decade 

later (estimate: £45,000 – 65,000, illustrated left). Sculpture was 

a crucial part of Picasso's work, he had been intrigued by the 

possibilities of works in three dimensions for most of his 

career, and several times dedicated particular focus on the 

medium. The subject of the bull runs like a thread through 

Picasso's work, emerging in different guises. In particular, he 

often placed his bulls in context of the bullfight, or corrida. 

He had been brought to bullfights from a young age in 

Malaga and had long been fascinated by them. 
 

Modern British sculpture is represented in the sale by artists including Henry Moore, Sir Jacob Epstein, Sir 

Eduardo Paolozzi and contemporary British artists.  

 

IMPRESSIONIST & MODERN  

 

 

 

AUGUSTE RODIN (1840-1917) 

Balzac, étude type C (buste), 1ère version, petit 

modèle 

Height: 6 in. (15.3 cm.) 

Estimate: £15,000 - 20,000   

MAX ERNST (1891-1976) 

Jeune homme aux bras croisés 

Height: 8 in. (20.4 cm.) 

Estimate: £25,000-35,000 

 

 

 

 

ANTON PRINNER (1902-1983) 

Untitled 

Height: 16º in. (41.4 cm.) 

Estimate: £3,000-5,000 



MODERN BRITISH  

 

  

HENRY MOORE (1898-1986) 

Egg Form: Pebbles 

Height: 3 in. (7.6 cm.) 

Estimate: £20,000 - 30,000   

SIR JACOB EPSTEIN (1880-1959) 

Seventh Portrait of Kathleen (half-length in 

shawl) 

Height: 27 3/5 in. (69.6 cm.) 

Estimate: £7,000 - 9,000 

SIR EDUARDO PAOLOZZI (1924-

2005) 

Eluz 

Length: 19 ¼ in. (48.9 cm.) 

£8,000-12,000 

 

 
PRESS CONTACT: Dernagh O’Leary | +44(0)207 752 3121 | doleary@christies.com 

 
 

REGISTRATION FOR BIDDING & FURTHER INFORMATION: 
 
Public Exhibition:  
Saturday, 21 June: 11am - 5pm 
Sunday, 22 June: 11am - 5pm 
Monday, 23 June: 9am - 7.30pm 
Tuesday, 24 June: 9am - 5pm 
Wednesday, 25 June: 9am - 5pm 
Thursday, 26 June: 9am - 5pm 
Friday, 27 June: 9am - 5pm 
Saturday, 28 June: 11am - 5pm 
Sunday, 29 June: 11am - 5pm 
Monday, 30 June: 9am - 5pm 
Tuesday, 1 July: 9am - 5pm 
Wednesday, 2 July: 9am - 5pm  

Auction: 
Small is Beautiful: The Online Modern Sculpture Sale  
Bidding opens: 20 June 2014, 3:00pm GMT/10:00am EST 
Bidding starts to close: 3 July 2014, 3:00pm GMT/10:00am 
EST 
Link to web page: www.christies.com/smallisbeautiful  

 

# # # 
Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 

Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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