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New York – On September 13, Christie’s is pleased to present In Pursuit of Knowledge: A Collection of Asian Art 

Reference Books including selections from the C.T. Loo Library. Comprising more than 120 books, periodicals, and 

catalogues, this sale presents a unique opportunity to acquire rare and important reference materials that are valuable 

tools for the study of Asian art and trace the history of collecting in the 20th century. With a focus on Chinese materials, 

the sale includes selections from private American libraries and is anchored by the working library of C.T. Loo.  Estimates 

range from $500-$15,000 and include rare exhibition and sale catalogues, important academic journals, out of print and 

additional references on the history of Chinese art, and other materials. 

 

C.T. Loo (1880- 1957) 

Recognized as one of the most influential figures in the international trade of Chinese art in the first half of the 20th 

century, C.T. Loo helped to develop knowledge and interest in Chinese art in America and Europe.  Born Loo Ching-Tsai 
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C.T. Loo, circa 1940s, image courtesy of Pagoda Paris Illustrated Catalog of the Remarkable Collection of the Imperial Prince 

Kung of China. New York: N.p., 1913 
Estimate: $4,000-6,000 



in Zhejiang, China, C.T. Loo first established his business in Paris in the early 1900s, trading in tea, silk and works of art, 

eventually shifting his focus to Chinese antiquities and later expanding the business to New York.  As a respected dealer, 

collector, connoisseur, and patron of the arts, he organized several significant exhibitions and participated in major 

international exhibitions. He retired in 1950, leaving his business to his associate Frank Caro.  During his lifetime, he sold 

some of the most important pieces to come on the market, using the resources from this library to conduct his research. 

 

Highlights of the sale include: 

 
Illustrated Catalog of the Remarkable Collection of the Imperial Prince Kung of China, published in New York, 1913  

Prince Gong (Kung in Wade-Giles Chinese) was the sixth son of the Daoguang Emperor (r. 1821-1850) and amassed an 

impressive collection of jade carvings, porcelain, and archaic bronzes. The collection was originally set be auctioned in 

London, causing a stir among collectors; however, the auction was cancelled when New York-based antiquities dealer 

Yamanaka & Co. brokered a deal to purchase the entire collection. Yamanaka & Co. subsequently auctioned the 

collection on 27-28 February – 1 March 1913 and produced this rare illustrated catalogue listing the property for sale 

(estimate: $4,000-6,000).  
 
Eumorfopoulos Collection  

George Eumorfopoulos (1863-1939), well-known for his exceptional art 

collection, was one of the founders of the Oriental Ceramic Society in London. 

His extensive art collection led him to expand his Chelsea home, and in the 

process convert it into a museum, to better accommodate the property. He 

commissioned a catalog of his collection, which comprised eleven volumes, 

including six volumes written by renowned Chinese works of art scholar R.L. 

Hobson entitled The George Eumorfopoulos Collection: Catalogue of the 

Chinese, Corean and Persian Pottery (estimate: $6,000-8,000) and the five-

volume work by Laurence Binyon entitled The George Eumorfopoulos Collection 

Catalogue of the Chinese, Corean, and Siamese Paintings (estimate: $3,000-

5,000). 

 

 
A Catalogue of Chinese Pottery and Porcelain in the Collection of Sir Percival 
David, 1934  

Perhaps the most famous collection of Chinese ceramics catalogued by R.L. 

Hobson was that of Sir Percival David (1892-1964), whose collection was one of 

the finest and most influential in private hands. A Catalogue of Chinese Pottery 

and Porcelain in the Collection of Sir Percival David, was first published in 1934 

and included 180 photographic plates and well-researched essays on the 

collection and the development of Chinese art from the beginning of the Ming 

dynasty (estimate: $8,000-10,000). 

 

 

 

 



Catalogue of the International Exhibition of Chinese Art, 1935-1936  

Amongst the most ambitious exhibitions of Chinese art ever assembled out of 

included Chinese works of art from royal, private, and national collections lent 

from countries all over the world including the United States, Sweden, Russia, 

Turkey, and China. The organization committee was headed by Sir Percival 

David, whose masterful diplomacy and organizational skills resulted in the 

unprecedented exhibition of Chinese works of art (estimate: $1,000-2,000). 

 

 

 

 

 

Auction: In Pursuit of Knowledge: A Collection of Asian Art Reference Books  

Including Selections from the C.T. Loo Library       September 13 at 10AM 

 

Viewing: Christie’s Rockefeller Galleries         September 7-12 
 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sung-Hee Park | +1 212 636 2680 | spark@christies.com 
 

The complete eCatalogue will be available on christies.com.  
 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in the first half of 2012 that totaled £2.2 billion/$3.5 
billion. Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international 
glamour. Founded in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the 
centuries providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 
categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from 
$200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, 
with emphasis on Post-War and Contemporary, Impressionist and Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £413.4 
million/ $661.5 million in the first half of 2012, an increase of 53% on the previous year.  
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, 
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded 
initiatives in growth markets such as Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in 
Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing 

fees or application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 

# # # 
Images available on request  

Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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