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New York - On September 24, Christie’s presents the sale of Important American Furniture, Folk Art & Decorative Arts.  

This sale features over 100 diverse examples of American art and craftsmanship from the 18th and 19th Centuries. 

Highlights include furniture from the Wunsch Americana Foundation, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, as well as a 

selection of American folk art and maritime paintings.  



Leading the sale is a Chippendale Carved Mahogany Easy Chair, Philadelphia, 1760-1765 (pictured left, 

estimate: $600,000-900,000).  One of the most successful creations of the renowned "Garvan" carver, 

this easy chair is a triumph of Philadelphia design and artistry. Unidentified and known solely 

through his body of work spanning from the early 1750s to the mid-1760s, this craftsman was the 

city's most accomplished and influential carver of his day and this easy chair, made during the his 

mature style, reflects the culmination of this remarkable carver's talents. Similarly, the chair's 

frame, expertly crafted with a number of distinctive features, can be linked to a larger body of 

work and placed within the oeuvre of a known, but also unidentified, cabinetmaking 

shop. Long hailed as a Philadelphia masterpiece, the Philadelphia Museum of Art 

purchased the chair in 1925, and is now deaccessioning it to provide funds for 

acquisitions.   

 Resplendent and extraordinarily rare, another sale highlight is a Queen Anne 

Japanned Maple Bureau Table, Boston, circa 1735, which is one of about 

forty known examples of 

japanned furniture from 

colonial America, most of 

which are in public collections today (pictured right, estimate: $60,000-

90,000).  The only bureau table known to exist, this piece stands as a 

unique survival of the form with distinctive chinoiserie ornament. The 

japanned ornament is attributed to Robert Davis, a prominent craftsman in 

colonial Boston. The table’s decoration remains largely intact and reveals 

the full beauty of the sparking gem-like appearance intended by its 

eighteenth-century creator. 

The sale also features a selection of property from the Wunsch Americana 

Foundation, including a Pair of Federal Eagle-Inlaid Mahogany Side Chairs, 

Attributed to William Singleton (w. 1789-1803, d. 1803), Baltimore, 1790-

1800 (detailed picture on page 1, estimate: $60,000-90,000).  This pair of chairs was lent to the Diplomatic Reception 

Rooms at the Department of State in 1968 and remained in the Monroe Reception Room as part of a larger set of four 

related chairs until they were returned to the Wunsch Americana Foundation. Until now, the location of this pair has 

been unknown. 

Also included in the sale is an exceptional example of American folk portraiture by the Connecticut artist Erastus 

Salisbury Field (1805-1900).  Exceedingly rare in subject and composition, this full-length portrait of an identified young 

girl, Almira Canning Cowels, is offered by a direct descendant of the sitter (estimate: $50,000-80,000).  In this portrait, 

Almira Cowles, the daughter of a prominent reverend in the Connecticut River Valley, is depicted holding a lustrous blue 

ribbon restraining her rabbit that wears a diminutive corsage at its collar, and her beautiful yet restrained face suggests 

the hint of a smile.  This portrait is a charming example of 

Field’s personal style focusing on colorful details to enliven 

a purposefully humble composition and perspective.  

The sale features works of maritime art by Antonio Nicolo 

Gasparo Jacobsen (1850-1921), including The Paddlewheel 

Steamer St. John (1880), and Fred B. Dalzell (1892) 

(illustrated left) (both estimates: $12,000-18,000).   

 



 

 

PRESS CONTACT: Sung-Hee Park | +1 212 636 2680 | spark@christies.com 
 

Please click here for the complete eCatalogue.  

 
About Christie’s  
Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction and private sales in the first half of 2012 that totaled £2.2 billion/$3.5 billion. 
Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and expertise, as well as international glamour. Founded in 
1766 by James Christie, Christie's has since conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries providing a popular 
showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers over 450 auctions annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and 
decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and 
successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War and Contemporary, Impressionist and 
Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery.  Private sales totaled £413.4 million/ $661.5 million in the first half of 2012, an increase of 53% on the previous 
year.  
 
Christie’s has a global presence with 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, Geneva, 
Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, and Hong Kong. More recently, Christie’s has led the market with expanded initiatives in growth markets such as 
Russia, China, India and the United Arab Emirates, with successful sales and exhibitions in Beijing, Mumbai and Dubai.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and do not reflect costs, financing fees or 
application of buyer’s or seller’s credits. 
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Visit Christie’s Website at www.christies.com 
Complete catalogue available online at www.christies.com or via the Christie’s iPhone app 
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