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Christie’s Hong Kong is thrilled and honoured to announce 

 

 THE AUCTION DEBUT FOR  
SANYU’S FIRST MAJOR NUDE PAINTING  

 

NUDE ON TAPESTRY  

 
The Best-Known and Highly Coveted Sanyu Masterpiece  

from the Prestigious Dreyfus Collection 

 
To Lead the 20th/21st Century Art Evening Sale 

 
28 November | Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre 

 

 
 

SANYU (1895-1966)  
Nude on Tapestry 

oil on canvas  
Painted in 1929  

81 x 130 cm. (31 7/8 x 51 1/8 in.) 
 

Estimate: HK$100,000,000 – 150,000,000 / US$13,000,000 – 20,000,000 / EUR 12,000,000 – 18,000,000 

 
Hong Kong – On 28 November, Christie’s Hong Kong is elated and excited to present the auction debut of Sanyu’s 
pioneering masterpiece, Nude on Tapestry — the first major nude painting by the artist, as a leading highlight of the 20th/21st 
Century Art Evening Sale. Painted almost a century ago in Paris and residing in private hands to this day, the sale will mark 
the first time the painting has appeared in Asia. An exceptionally rare work and one of Sanyu’s earliest and finest reclining 
nudes of this composition, Nude on Tapestry has an outstanding provenance and comes directly from the prestigious 
Dreyfus Collection. As the auction market leader for Sanyu masterpieces, this sale continues Christie’s track record of 
presenting the artist’s most iconic and celebrated themes. 
 



 

• Fresh-to-Market with Preeminent Provenance: Currently sitting in the Dreyfus Collection in Paris, Nude on 
Tapestry was originally acquired by the renowned dealer Henri-Pierre Roché directly from the artist in the 1930s, 
before entering the hands of Jean-Claude Riedel, another important Parisian dealer and collector, and a major 
proponent of Sanyu’s works. This momentous sale at Christie’s Hong Kong will mark the painting’s auction debut.   

 

• The Front Cover of Sanyu’s Catalogue Raisonné (Volume 1): Indicative of the work’s significance, Nude on 
Tapestry was selected as the front cover image for Sanyu’s catalogue raisonné (volume 1), arguably the most 
historically important publication on the artist. 

 

• A Rare Reclining Nude from Sanyu’s Early Period: Within Sanyu’s oeuvre, among the approximately 300 
paintings he made during his lifetime, only 13 oil paintings from the 1930s depict a reclining nude, and only 5 of 
those present a reclining nude from the back. This work is arguably the finest among those. 

 

• Featuring the Muse of the Century in Paris, Kiki de Montparnasse (Alice Prin): Painted during Les Années 
folles (‘the Roaring Twenties’) in Paris, the subject of Nude on Tapestry is the famed Kiki de Montparnasse, who 
was an iconic muse of many celebrated artists including Amedeo Modigliani, Tsuguharu Foujita, Moïse Kisling, Man 
Ray, and Alexander Calder.  

 
Evelyn Lin, Deputy Chairman, Christie’s Asia Pacific and Co-Head of the 20th and 21st Century Art Department, Asia 
Pacific commented: “It is with great honour that Christie’s Hong Kong presents the auction debut of Sanyu’s first major 
nude painting, Nude on Tapestry, as a leading masterpiece of our Evening Sale curation. Sanyu’s artistic perspective 
traversed the boundaries of East and West, culminating in an oeuvre of universal appeal. His famed nudes, in particular, 
enthral art lovers all over the world. With a distinguished provenance including the eminent Dreyfus Collection, this is an 
exquisite painting of exceptional quality and art historical importance. We are honoured to have stewarded many of Sanyu’s 
masterpieces through our Hong Kong saleroom, and Nude on Tapestry continues this trajectory, undoubtedly exciting 
collectors in the region and beyond.” 
 
Eric Chang, Deputy Chairman, Christie’s Asia Pacific and Chairman of the 20th and 21st Century Art Department, 
Asia Pacific commented: “Painting in chorus with the greatest European modernists of the 20th Century, Sanyu 
simultaneously imbued his art with traditions derived from Chinese calligraphy — this resulted in a unique aesthetic, 
beautifully embodied in the magnificent work, Nude on Tapestry. This is a masterpiece that is deeply embedded in Parisian 
cultural history, and yet is undeniably intertwined with Eastern philosophies. With the 60th anniversary of China-France 
diplomatic relations approaching, it feels especially apt to debut Nude on Tapestry in Hong Kong this autumn. Journeying 
the work from Paris to Hong Kong not only recognises its cross-cultural significance, but also provides a remarkable 
opportunity for collectors and enthusiasts to experience this masterpiece for the first time in Asia.” 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
 

*Exceptional Results for Sanyu at Christie’s Hong Kong 
 

 
World Auction Record for the Artist 

 
Five Nudes 

oil on masonite 
120 x 172 cm. (47 1/4 x 67 3/4 in.) 

Painted in the 1950s 

 
Price Realised: HK$303,985,000 / US$39,181,211 

23 November 2019 
 



 

  

World Auction Record for a Still Life by the Artist 
 

Chrysanthèmes blanches dans un pot bleu et blanc 

(White Chrysanthemum in a Blue and White Jardinière) 
oil on masonite 

110 x 60 cm. (43 1/4 x 23 5/8 in.) 

Painted in the 1940s – 1950s 
 

Price Realised: HK$191,620,000 / US$24,844,389 

10 July 2020 

 
 

Goldfish 
oil on canvas 

73.8 x 50.2 cm. (29 x 19 3/4 in.) 
Painted in the 1930s – 1940s 

 

Price Realised: HK$170,170,000/ US$22,056,326 
2 December 2020 

 
 

Image Download Link: please click here 
 

Preview: 
Paris | 12 – 15 Oct | Christie’s Paris, 9 Avenue Matignon, 75008 Paris 
Taipei | 21 – 22 Oct | Taipei Marriott Hotel, No. 199 Lequn 2nd Road, Zhongshan District, Taipei 
Shanghai | 9 – 11 Nov | Christie’s Shanghai, BUND ONE, 4/F, No.1 Zhongshan Dong Yi Road, Shanghai 200002 
Hong Kong | 24 – 28 Nov | Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, No.1 Harbour Road, Wan Chai 
*Preview dates subject to change 
 
Live Auction:  
Hong Kong | 28 Nov | Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, No.1 Harbour Road, Wan Chai 
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About Christie’s 
 
Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle 

East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for our expert 
live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full portfolio of global 
services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at 

price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, achieved the world 
record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to 
support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities 

worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.   
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

 
 

# # # 
FOLLOW CHRISTIE’S ON: 

 

 

https://christies-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/p/lcrocker/EoJBaE1SpbVLgOYVl37B0pABQuu8il4WDI4SysvpurvphQ?e=VXbjVF
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://nft.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/about-us/christies-ventures
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility
https://www.christies.com/about-us/welcome-to-christies
https://www.christies.com/features?sc_lang=en&lid=1
http://www.christies.com/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/Christies/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x5QEpbaBw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/twitter.com/ChristiesInc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4RfLNjew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.instagram.com/christiesinc/__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x6GcYcQfA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/user/christiesauctions__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x7CFZhL5g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.pinterest.co.uk/christiesinc__;!!P_Kt4LKRGgsL!VEPvuZfioJd6UtFxrBbaFJDLD2OlZ-PinCYTR1nx_H-wPcKgOm2ieZxR-x4h1LFgLg$

