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Fine Printed Books and Manuscripts 
including Americana 

 

ONLINE, 5-19 OCTOBER 2023 
ON VIEW, 14-18 OCTOBER 2023 

 

 
Marilyn Monroe 

Her First Motion Picture Contract, signed 
Estimate: $25,000-35,000 

 
New York – Christie’s is honored to present Fine Printed Books and Manuscripts including 

Americana, online from 5-19 October featuring significant books and manuscripts from the first century of 

printing in Europe to the recent past, including important documents related to the opening age of European 

colonization of the western hemisphere, to the dawn of the atomic age. Leading the sale is the earliest 

obtainable edition of Christopher Columbus’s letter to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, announcing 

the discovery of the American continent by a modern European. Other important printed highlights 

include a first edition of Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations, and a “Noble Fragment,” a leaf from the 

Gutenberg Bible. Our offerings in Americana feature additionally several important manuscripts such 

as Marilyn Monroe and Greta Garbo's first film contracts, and what is believed to be the only 

contemporary color photograph of the Trinity atomic tests in private hands, objects related to George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln, and a fine selection of eighteenth-century maps of the east coast of 

North America sold on behalf of the Glastonbury Historical Society. 

 

SELECT HIGHLIGHTS BELOW 

 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/fine-printed-books-and-manuscripts-including-americana-22093-nyr/
https://www.christies.com/en/auction/fine-printed-books-and-manuscripts-including-americana-22093-nyr/


 
 

 

 

François Levaillant 
HISTOIRE NATURELLE DES PERROQUETS, 

1801-1805 
Estimate: $120,000-180,000 

 
 

Christopher Columbus 
EPISTOLA DE INSULIS NUPER INVENTIS, 

1493 
Estimate: $1,000,000-1,500,000 

 

Hamilton, Madison, and Jay 
FEDERALIST PAPERS 

Estimate: $80,000-120,000 
 
 

 

 

           
     

 
 
 

Jonathan Swift 
Travel Into Several Remote Nations of 

the World 
Estimate: $50,000-80,000 

LEAF OF THE GUTENBERG BIBLE 
From Wells’ A Noble Fragment 

Estimate: $50,000-80,000 

William Faden  
A MAP OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND PARTS 

OF GEORGIA, 1780 
Estimate: $20,000-30,000 

    

Images for press use available HERE. 

PRESS CONTACT:  
Edward Lewine | elewine@christies.com | 212 636 2680 

 

 
 

About Christie’s 

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business with a physical presence in 46 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Middle East, and Asia Pacific, and flagship international sales hubs in NewYork, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. Renowned and trusted for 
our expert live and online-only auctions, as well as bespoke Private Sales, Christie’s unparalleled network of specialists offers our clients a full 
portfolio of global services, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art 
and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $500 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner 
collections in history, achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction, launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to 
exceptional NFT art and manages an investment fund to support innovative startups in the art market. Christie’s is also committed to 
advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide. To learn more, browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of 
art and luxury at christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.  
 

* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale 
catalogue.   *Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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