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London — Christie’s will offer The Robin and Rupert Hambro Collection in a live auction on 8 June in
London. This collection — from Ebury Street in London, Copse Farm in Hampshire and Saint-Rémy in
Provence — provides a perfect self-portrait of this remarkable couple, weaving together all the rich strands
of their dynamic and creative life together, which spanned art, fashion, finance and business. Comprising
194 lots, the sale presents an important group of Modern British Art and Sculpture, Jewellery, Impressionist,
Post-War and Contemporary Art, Furniture and Old Master Paintings. The top lots are two playful monkeys,
Singe Alternatif Slll and Singe Alternatif SIV, by Francois-Xavier Lalanne, each with an estimate of
£800,000-1,200,000 (illustrated above). With estimates ranging from £300 to £1,200,000, all lots with an
estimate of £1,000 or less will be offered with no reserve. The pre-sale public exhibition will be open from 3
to 8 June in London; the Lalanne Singes will be on view in Paris between 22 and 26 May and exhibited as
Proto holograms in New York until 8 June.

ROBIN AND RUPERT HAMBRO
Born in America, Robin Hambro (1934-2022) started her career as a model, photographed by the leading

photographers of the day including Horst P. Horst and Norman Parkinson, going on to become the American
Director of Public Relations for Christian Dior Couture (1962-64), Fashion Editor (1967-70) and later the
London Editor of American Vogue (1970-73), before working at Christie’s (1987-2001), and later as an artist
and art advisor. Rupert Hambro (1943-2021) was the eldest of the three sons of Jocelyn Hambro and great-
grandson of Carl Joachim Hambro, who had moved from Denmark to London in 1839 and founded the
banking house of C.J. Hambro. Rupert had a long and distinguished career in finance and business, latterly
as co-founder of Hambro Perks and Chairman of Robinson Hambro. Robin and Rupert married in 1970.

Robin and Rupert Hambro’s London home on Ebury Street was a hidden architectural gem: an early
Georgian ‘country house’ in Mozart’s terrace, published in Architectural Digest in 1995, whose restrained
facade belied the unique, bold and vibrant artistic vision within. Having worked at American Vogue in the
late 1960s in New York and then in London in the early 1970s, the fashion editor's eye was evident
everywhere — both in how the works were juxtaposed, as well as how old favourites were given new life in
renewed arrangements. There was an abiding love and loyalty to ‘old friends’ like painted furniture — she



herself painted a collection for the celebrated French house of Jansen — and the wonderful group of Old
Master drawings, which appeared in different incarnations at every move. There was also an Anglo-
American ‘Nancy Lancaster’ inspired taste for blue and white porcelain and especially dogs, painted by
everyone from de Dreux to Desportes, with Pekineses the overwhelming favourites.

Robin's knowledge of the art world and the act of creation as a painter led her to constantly refresh the
collection and take it in an increasingly 20th-century Modernist direction. Modern British Art, including works
by David Hockney, Ivon Hitchens and Craigie Aitchison, filled Ebury Street with vibrant colour. Sculpture
became a particular focus, including important works by the female artists Barbara Hepworth and Emily
Young, the latter commanding the focal point of the water garden at Copse Farm, alongside works by Antony
Gormley and Sir Christopher Le Brun; whilst two playful Singes by Francois-Xavier Lalanne adorned the
mantelpiece in London. The jewellery designer’'s understanding of line and craftsmanship — she designed,
created and sold a jewellery collection for Hennells of Bond Street — was also evident in her personal choice
of jewels. The Robin and Rupert Hambro Collection bears witness to two extraordinary people and
celebrates their life-enhancing legacy.

Highlights from the collection include:

DESIGN |

The animal motif suffused Francois-Xavier Lalanne’s oeuvre, which

throughout his entire career was populated by animals of an exceptionally
; symbolic nature, the most noteworthy being the sheep and the monkey, with
- both invading homes and cities far away from their natural habitats; in the
. same way the two Singes in the Hambro collection (each with an estimate of
£800,000-1,200,000, illustrated on page 1) have been made to climb
mantelpieces (shown left in the drawing room at Ebury Street).

MODERN BRITISH ART

The rich array of Modern British Art includes, from left to right: Seated Model in the Studio (Henry
Thomas) 1936, a magnificent example of Glyn Warren Philpot’s sensitive later style (estimate:
£80,000-120,000); Head (Ra) by Dame Barbara Hepworth, conceived in marble in 1971 and cast in
bronze in 1972 by Morris Singer Founders, London (estimate: £300,000-500,000); Emily Young’s
(B. 1951) unique sculpture Time Boy, Speleothem onyx, carved in 2011 (estimate: £200,000-300,000)
and Sir Antony Gormley’s 6 Times Sky, a poignant and contemplative example of Antony Gormley’s
most recognised motif: his own body; signed with initials, numbered, dated and stamped with the
artist's reference number 'AMDG 2/5/ 2009', executed in 2009 in an edition of 5, plus the artist's cast
(estimate: £250,000-350,000).



IMPRESSIONIST, MODERN, POST WAR AND CONTEMPORARY ART
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Impressionist, Modern, Post War and Contemporary Art within the collection includes, from left to
right: Marino Marini’s Cavallo e cavaliere, 1954 (estimate: £60,000-80,000); André Brasilier’s
Grand bouquet de lis, 1988 (estimate: £30,000-50,000); Alexander Calder’s Pontiac, 1970 (estimate:
£40,000-60,000) and Miquel Barcelé’s, Calcaires, 2005 (estimate: £50,000-80,000).

| ANIMALS AND BIRDS: SPANNING THE 17TH- 21ST CENTURIES |

Animal and bird motifs are evident throughout the collection from the top lots to other highlights
including, from left to right: John James Audubon (1785-1851), Snowy Owl (Plate CXXI) Strix
Nyctea, a hand-coloured engraving with aquatint and etching which is one of only three night scenes
depicted in The Birds of America (estimate: £40,000-60,000); Dylan Lewis’s Striding fragment
maquette, signed, numbered and dated 'Dylan Lewis/ 2000 2/12' (on the base) bronze with a brown
patina, number two from an edition of twelve plus two artist's proofs, conceived in 2000 (estimate:
£5,000-8,000); Portrait d'enfant assis avec ses chiens signed 'Alfred De Dreux', circa 1855-1858,
provides a rare insight into this artist's studio (estimate: £30,000-50,000); English School, late 17®
century Hounds and monkeys trapping partridge in a landscape (estimate: £15,000-20,000) and
Geoffrey Dashwood’s Cockerel signed and numbered 'Dashwood, 7/12' (estimate: £2,000-3,000).
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Reflecting Robin Hambro’s elegance and glamour, jewellery highlights include, from left to right: a
Bulgari gem-set ‘tubogas’ collar and bracelet set, with amethyst, peridot and sapphire cabochons,
stainless steel linking, each signed Bulgari and numbered (estimate: £3,000-5,000); a Marina B
diamond and lacquer collar necklace, with a trilliant-cut diamond of approximately 2.95 carats, black
lacquer, steel, gold (French marks), signed MB for Marina B (estimate: £6,000-8,000); and a Verdura
pair of ‘criss-cross' cuff bangles of lattice design, signed Verdura (estimate: £8,000-12,000).

For further information on the sale please click here

PRESS CONTACT:
Hannah Schweiger | +44 (0) 207 389 2964 | hschweiger@christies.com
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About Christie’s

® Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its
bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate
and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with
flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold
sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

® Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the
10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. Allen Collection—the most valuable collection ever offered at auction
(November 2022). In recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi,
2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons” Rabbit, 2019).
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively
with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

® Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house (Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently
launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues
to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the
world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid
sales formats.

® Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability by
reducing our carbon emissions by 50% and pledging to be net zero by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-
represented voices and support positive change.

® Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
* Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the
back of the sale catalogue.
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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