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CHRISTIE’S ACHIEVES $2 BILLION 
IN 8 DAYS  

 
 

20TH AND 21ST CENTURY EVENING SALES 
TOTAL: $421,976,700 

 

 
 

8 ARTIST RECORDS SET  
 

Eva Gonzales | Paul Serusier | Emile Bernard | Jaune Quick-to-See Smith | 
Rashid Johnson | Noah Davis | Njideka Akunyili Crosby | Minjung Kim 

 
 

BIDDING FROM 24 COUNTRIES  
 

GLOBAL PARTICIPATION: 58% AMERICAS / 12% APAC / 30% EMEA 
 

New York – November 17th,  Christie’s presented two consecutive evening sales. The 
20th Century Evening Sale and 21st Century Evening Sale live at Rockefeller Center 
achieved $421,976,700. In total, the sales were 93% sold by lot and 90% sold by value. 
Eight new artist records were established, half for female artists. Evening sales beginning 

https://www.christies.com/en/auction/20th-century-evening-sale-29612/
https://www.christies.com/auction/21st-century-evening-sale--20984-nyr


with the Paul G. Allen Collection on November 9th and 10th combined with tonight’s results 
reached an unprecedented $2,044,226,200. 
 
20th Century Evening Sale 
The first sale of the night realized a total of $307,945,300. The sale was 96% sold by lot 
and 88% sold by value. Mark Rothko’s Untitled and Amedeo Modigliani’s Beatrice 
Hastings led the sale, each selling for $17,565,000. Additional highlights included works 
by notable female artists. A massive canvas by Joan Mitchell sold for $14,130,000, and 
a rare self-portrait by Frida Kahlo sold for $8,634,000. 
 

Vanessa Fusco, Head of the 20th Century Evening Sale, Christie's, remarks: 
“Building on the excitement of the Paul G. Allen Collection sale one week ago, we were 
thrilled to provide collectors with another unique opportunity to acquire masterpiece-level 
objects from the 20th Century. It was exceptionally exciting to see so many women artists 
achieve remarkable prices—with both Frida Kahlo and Joan Mitchell in our top 10 results." 
 
21st Century Evening Sale 
The second sale achieved $114,031,400. It was 89% sold by lot and 95% sold by value. 
Jean-Michel Basquiat’s Sugar Ray Robinson, was the top lot and sold for $32,679,000. 
Building on the continued success of the 20/21 platform, female artists and artists of color 
shined. Jaune Quick-to-See Smith, Njideka Akunyili Crosby, Minjung Kim, Noah Davis, 
Rashid Johnson set new records. The live contemporary art sales will continue tomorrow 
with the Post-War and Contemporary Art Day sale beginning at 10AM. 
 
Isabella Lauria, Head of 21st Century Evening Sale, Christie's, remarks: “Each 
season, we are elated to have the opportunity to showcase artistic voices of both 
established and emerging talents from the contemporary art space in our 21st Century 
Evening Sale. This season has been historic in countless ways, and we could not be 
prouder of the performance of tonight’s auction, which experienced phenomenal depth of 
bidding—on the phone, in the room, and online. We were thrilled with the outcome of 
Rashid Johnson's work, which sold for $3 million, setting a new artist record while 
simultaneously raising funds for Right of Return USA." 
  
 

RECORDS 

20th Century Evening Sale 

• Lot 40: Eva Gonzales sold for $2,700,000 

• Lot 55: Paul Serusier sold for $1,740,000 

• Lot 57: Emile Bernard sold for $3,420,000 
 

21st Century Evening Sale 

• Lot 101: Jaune Quick-to-See Smith sold for $642,600  

• Lot 103: Rashid Johnson sold for $3,000,000 

• Lot 104: Noah Davis sold for $1,500,000 

• Lot 109: Njideka Akunyili Crosby sold for $4,740,000 

• Lot 130: Minjung Kim sold for $189,000 
 

 
20th and 21st Century Evening Sales 



Notable Highlights 
 

 

 
MARK ROTHKO (1903-1970) 

Untitled 
Painted in 1969  

Price Realized: $17,565,000 

 

 
JOAN MITCHELL (1925-1992) 

Untitled 
Painted in 1989 

Price Realized: $14,130,000 

 

 
AMEDEO MODIGLIANI (1884-1920) 
Beatrice Hastings (devant une porte) 

Painted in 1915 
Price Realized: $17,565,000 

 

 
 

ROBERT RYMAN (1930-2019) 
Untitled [Winsor] 
Executed in 1966 

Price Realized: $12,641,500 

 
 

 

 

FRIDA KAHLO (1907-1954) 
Self-Portrait (Very Ugly) 

Executed in 1933 
Price Realized: $8,634,000 

 
 

 
PABLO PICASSO (1881-1973) 

Buffalo Bill 
Painted in 1911 

Price Realized: $12,412,500 

 
JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT (1960-

1988) 
Sugar Ray Robinson 

Painted in 1982 
Price Realized: $32,679,000 

 

 
 
 
 

 
JEFF KOONS (B. 1955) 

Jim Beam - J.B. Turner Train 
Executed in 1986 

$16,992,500 

 
 

 
RASHID JOHNSON (B. 1977) 
Surrender Painting "Sunshine" 

Painted in 2022 
Price Realized: $3,000,000 



 
KEITH HARING (1958-1990) 

Untitled 
Painted in 1982 

Price Realized: $5,820,000 

 
NJIDEKA AKUNYILI CROSBY (B. 1983) 

The Beautyful Ones 
Executed in 2012 

Price Realized: $4,740,000 

 
 

 
 
 

MINJUNG KIM (B. 1962) 
Vuoto nel Pieno 

Executed in 2006 
Price Realized: $189,000 

 
 

 

20/21: Full Schedule of Sales 

 

PRESS IMAGES: 20th Century, 21st Century  

 
 

PRESS CONTACT: JESSICA STANLEY | JSTANLEY@CHRISTIES.COM  
 
 

About Christie’s 

• Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live 

and online auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its 

clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical 

presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with 

flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only 

international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

• Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 

million. Christie’s has sold 8 of the 10 most important single-owner collections in history, including the Paul G. 

Allen Collection—the most valuable collection, and philanthropic sale, ever offered at auction (November 2022). In 

recent years, Christie’s also achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da 

Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a 

work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and 

selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at 

a client’s individual pace. 

• Following the groundbreaking 2021 sale of the first digital art NFT ever offered by a global auction house 

(Beeple’s Everydays), Christie’s recently launched the first fully on-chain auction platform dedicated to exceptional 

NFT art. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are 

redefining the business of art, including a new venture capital investment fund, the use of hologram technology to 

tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding experiences that integrate 

augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats. 

• Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, 

including achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the 

art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change.  

https://www.christies.com/events/20th-21st-century-new-york/what-is-on
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/n9sr7dcwnnf9x3b/AADgi5vSA_9xwTZkUXO8namka?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0v37p02zkiz3d4s/AACwWydW61_X_f4BdN0Ivblca?dl=0
mailto:JSTANLEY@CHRISTIES.COM
https://www.christies.com/en/services
https://www.christies.com/locations/
https://www.christies.com/calendar/
https://www.christies.com/departments/index.aspx
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-6110563
https://www.christies.com/lot/lot-6369449
https://www.christies.com/features/jeff-koons-rabbit-own-the-controversy-9804-3.aspx
https://www.christies.com/privatesales/index?lid=1&sc_lang=en
https://www.christies.com/features/monumental-collage-by-beeple-is-first-purely-digital-artwork-nft-to-come-to-auction-11510-7.aspx
https://nft.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/about-us/corporate-social-responsibility


Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

 
*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions 
of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue. 
 
*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium.  
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