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STEINITZ AND CHRISTIE’S CELEBRATE
GREAT PROVENANCES
AND INNOVATE BY RECORDING THEM ON
THE BLOCKCHAIN
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London — Christie’s partners with Benjamin Steinitz, the internationally renowned dealer of 18" and
19" century furniture and sculpture, and announces a first for Classic Art: all 58 lots offered in the live
auction Provenance Revealed: Galerie Steinitz on 21 September in London will be registered and
secured on the Blockchain through Artory, a world leader in art tech and the blockchain-secured
registration of physical artworks and collectibles.

Provenance Revealed: Galerie Steinitz presents a remarkable opportunity for collectors to acquire a
wide variety of objects celebrating exceptional provenances — from the collections of 18™-century
French royalty and aristocracy, to the treasures of 19"-century industrial and financial titans, to pieces
that were part of the private worlds of 20"-century fashion designers, including Yves Saint Laurent,
Hubert de Givenchy and Karl Lagerfeld. Estimated to realise in the region of £3.5 million, works from
these historic collections will be on public view at Christie’s headquarters in London from 12 to 20
September.

Each of the lots will include secure, encrypted certification of the sale for the successful bidder,
providing a permanent digital record of the information about the artwork.


https://www.artory.com/

This pioneering initiative advances the trade of decorative arts to a sophisticated new realm.
Synergizing Steinitz’s passion for uncovering and recording the provenances of works of art with the
technology of blockchain, the project recognises the importance of sharing the history of a work of art
as a way to celebrate its story — a legacy that Benjamin inherited and continues from his parents.

This initiative also epitomises Christie’s involvement in Web3, and it is a new step in its collaboration
with Artory after Christie’s became the first auction house to utilise blockchain technology to document
the provenance and artwork data from the sale of the Barney A. Ebsworth Collection of 20" Century
American Art in 2018.

Benjamin Steinitz commented: “After the initial visual and emotional impact of discovering a work of
art, revealing its history through its successive ownerships is just as important, and a fundamental
part of the work of art itself. We are very proud to see examples of our recent discoveries exhibited in
some of the most prestigious museums, including the Louvre, Paris, and the Museum of Legion of
Honor, San Francisco. Together with Christie’s, our shared expertise and ‘savoir-faire’ has enabled
us to present a superb selection of rare and important works of art, where their discovered provenance
makes for fascinating reading and learning. We are very pleased to add this valuable data to the
‘Blockchain’ — a first in the history of Decorative Arts — through Christie’s collaboration with Artory; to
create an everlasting link between the work of art, its authenticity and its provenance. | hope people
will enjoy discovering these works and their extraordinary history as much as | have.”

Guillaume Cerutti, Christie’s CEO, commented: “We are delighted to embark with Benjamin
Steinitz, an antique dealer we respect and admire, on this innovative auction journey, celebrating our
shared passion for the Decorative Arts as well as securing tantalising early provenances, including
some recent discoveries, on the blockchain.”

Nanne Dekking, CEO of Artory, commented: “Artory is proud to continue our collaboration with
Christie’s — a first for Classic Art. As long-standing participants and business leaders within the global
art market, Artory was created to meet the needs of today’s art collectors and satisfy the broader
desire within the industry to embrace new technologies that will enable the marketplace to grow and
evolve. This marks the start of a blockchain digital journey for each work in this auction, and it will
show the art world how digital encryption technology can benefit buyers and collectors in the future.
Undisputable reliability of the data recorded about any piece of artwork and the expertise of the
specialists recording that information is the pre-requisite for transacting in the art market and
represents the core of our mission.”

18™ CENTURY FRENCH PROVENANCE: ROYAL AND ARISTOCRATIC

Highlights within this highly evocative portion of the sale include from left to right: Narcissus
contemplating his image in the water, Paris School, recorded in the celebrated collection of Louis-



Antoine Crozat (1699-1770), Baron de Thiers — son of the financier Antoine Crozat who was
considered the ‘richest man in France.’ It is an exceptional 18™-century marble sculpture of the subject
with beautiful patina (estimate £100,000-150,000). An Imperial Vienna porcelain breakfast-service —
which would have been used for coffee and hot chocolate — brought by Marie-Antoinette from Vienna
and given to her Lady in Waiting Louise-Henriette-Charlotte-Philippine, Duchess de Duras, née de
Noailles (1745-1832), who served as ‘dame du palais’ until the Revolution; it remained in the Noailles
family until acquired by Galerie Steinitz (estimate: £40,000-60,000). Decorated with an "Atlasdekor"
scheme, it has been kept in its original leather case. As well as a masterpiece of 18"-century
menuiserie (chair making) by the celebrated maker Jean Boucault. It was delivered in 1783 to Baron
de Breteuil (1730-1807) for his appartement in the chateau de Versailles (estimate: £100,000-
150,000).

19™ CENTURY PROVENANCE: INDUSTRIAL AND FINANCIAL TITANS

Recorded in the celebrated collections of two financiers — that of Pierre-
Paul-Louis Randon de Boisset (1708-1776) and subsequently in the
Rothschild family until Baron Edouard de Rothschild (1868-1949): a
superb pair of Louis XVI ormolu-mounted jasper, bloodstone, green

porphyry and red marble cups attributed to the Italian silversmith and
bronze maker Luigi Valadier, circa 1770 (estlmate £120,000- 180 000
illustrated left). Also, a pair of striking blue § B :
and white Ming porcelain vases mounted
with finely chased Louis XV gilt-bronze mounts, (estimate: £40,000-
60,000, illustrated right), originally in the collection of Jules Porgeés
(1839-1921) who played a central role in the rise of the diamond and gold
mining industries in South Africa.

20™ CENTURY PROVENANCE: FASHION DESIGNERS
LAGERFELD YVES SAINT-LAURENT GIVENCHY

Enabling buyers to step into the private worlds of fashion icons, highlights include from left to right: a
set of eighteen giltwood chairs from Karl Lagerfeld’s dining room in Paris (estimate: £25,000-40,000);
an exuberant giltwood chandelier from Yves Saint-Laurent and Pierre Bergé’s Paris home, which was
acquired by Yves Saint-Laurent from the collection of Bernard Steinitz (1933-2012), Benjamin’s father
(estimate: £60,000-80,000); and two charming late 17" century Dutch polychrome-painted ‘dummy
boards’ from Hubert de Givenchy’s country house the Manoir du Jonchet (estimate: £8,000-12,000).
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Notes to Editors:

About Blockchain Technology

Blockchain technology immutably secures the data that are registered—capturing in perpetuity the significant events that take place
in the lifecycle of an artwork, such as a public exhibition or sale at auction. For the Christie’s collaboration with Artory, the Artory
blockchain registry will securely record all public information regarding the sale of each lot in Provenance Revealed: Galerie Steinitz,
including description, provenance, final price, and date, and produce a digital certificate of the transaction for Christie’s. After the
auction, Christie’s will offer each buyer online access to a secure encrypted record of information about their purchased work of art
on the Artory Registry.

About Artory

® Artory is a world leader in physical artwork tokenization and the blockchain-secured registration of verified provenance
information about artworks and collectibles.

®  The company was founded in 2016 by Nanne Dekking to accumulate and secure trusted data within the art market

® The company’s first product, the Artory Registry, is a blockchain registry of verified information about artworks, collectibles, and
their history, giving confidence and peace of mind to buyers and collectors that the information they are transacting upon is the
most accurate information available.

® |n 2018, The Artory Registry was the first platform to immutably record artwork information on the blockchain when Artory
partnered with Christie’s to exclusively register each piece of art sold from the $323M Barney A. Ebsworth Collection, one of the
largest sales of American art at auction. Through the partnership, Christie’s became the first auction house to record artwork
transactions on the blockchain.

®  To this day, the company has built the most comprehensive digital-database that includes over $1B worth of verified and
registered physical and digital artworks globally. Starting in 2021, Artory began leveraging the trusted artwork information to
tokenize physical artworks to prepare them for safe and efficient trade in the financial and crypto markets.

Press Contact for Artory: Katarina Matic | +1 917.853.1105 | kmatic@montiethco.com
www.artory.com/our-story/

About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions,
as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art
financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas,
Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It
also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent
years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 20th
century artwork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is
also recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of the 10 most important collections in
history.

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar,
working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As
an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art,
including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of viewing and bidding
experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving
sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-
represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
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