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CHRISTIE’S 20TH CENTURY EVENING SALE FEATURES 
PICASSO’S PROFIL  

 

PROPERTY FROM THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SOLD TO BENEFIT 

FUTURE ACQUISITIONS FOR THE UCLA GRUNWALD CENTER AND HAMMER MUSEUM 
 

 

PABLO PICASSO (1881-1973) 

Profil 

signed and dated ‘Picasso -27-1-XXX’ (lower left) 

oil and charcoal on cradled panel 26 x 20 in. (66 x 50.8 cm.) 

Painted in 1930. 

Estimate: $6 Million - $8 Million 

 

New York –Christie's announces Pablo Picasso’s Profil will be featured in the 20th Century Art Evening Sale on 11 

November in New York. The painting is the property of The Regents of the University of California, Los Angeles and will be 

sold to benefit acquisitions for the UCLA Grunwald Center and Hammer Museum (estimate: $6 million - $8 million). 

Ann Philbin, Director of the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles, remarks, “The proceeds from the sale of this Picasso will 

create a fund enabling the Hammer to expand and deepen the diversity of artists represented in our collections, and to 

acquire works that play to our collections’ strengths—namely, historical to contemporary works on paper, including prints, 

drawings and photographs. The timing feels right as the Hammer undergoes a physical transformation that will create a 

new gallery for works on paper and a study center for the nearly 50,000 works on paper in the Grunwald Collection. These 

new spaces are set to open in early 2022 and will make these collections accessible to students, faculty and the public.” 

 



Jessica Fertig, Christie's Senior Vice President and International Director of Impressionist and Modern Art, remarks, 

“It is an honor to partner with the Hammer Museum and The Regents of The University of California on the sale of Picasso’s 

dramatic portrait to benefit acquisitions for the collections. Coming to market for the first time, Profil is part of a rare series 

of monumental female heads Picasso painted in early 1930, often termed his ‘bone period.’ The painting displays the 

influences of Picasso’s tumultuous love life as well as surrealism, sculpture and African and Oceanic art. The result of this 

volatile mix of emotion and influence being the creation of this series of works that stand as some of the most radical, 

inventive, and disturbing evocations of the female form.” 

The majority of painting included in this series by Picasso are now housed in museum collections, including the MoMA, Art 

Institute of Chicago, Musée Picasso, Paris, The Cleveland Museum of Art, The Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the 

Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich. This example was included in one of the most important exhibitions of Picasso’s career—

a retrospective at the Galerie Georges Petit in Paris in 1932. The exhibition was curated by Picasso himself and featured 

works f rom various periods, displayed in seemingly disparate stylistic groupings. The present work can be seen in 

installation photographs from both the Paris and Zürich legs of the show. 

In 1959, Profil was donated to the University of California Los Angeles by Stanley N. Barbee. In 1923, Barbee, together with 

his brothers, purchased the Coca-Cola f ranchise for Los Angeles and the surrounding area. Serving as President of the 

company, Barbee oversaw the rebuild of the head office and bottling plant. In 1936 he hired the architect, Robert Derrah, 

to design a new building, the now iconic, Art Deco Streamline Moderne style structure, which took the form of a 1930s ocean 

liner. Over the course of his life, Barbee amassed an extensive art collection, including Profil, as well as Paul Cézanne’s, 

Le Clos normand (Hattenville), now in the Albertina, Vienna, and Le Boulevard Montmarte, matin d’hiver by Camille Pissarro, 

now in The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 

 

 
 

PRESS IMAGE CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE 

 

PRESS CONTACT:  

Jessica Stanley | 212 636 2680 | jstanley@christies.com 

About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its 

bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 
education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, 

with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to 
hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai). 

 
Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of 
Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 

 
Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusively 

with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 
Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 

Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of viewing and bidding experiences 
that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   

 
Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through 

net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under-represented voices and support positive change. 
 

 
 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 
The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 
of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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