
Live Auction | Hong Kong | 28 May

Preview

Hong Kong | 17 – 22 April

Hong Kong | 20 – 27 May

MEDIA ALERT | HONG KONG | 14 APRIL 2021 | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IN CELEBRATION OF THE ESTEEMED COLLECTOR

MR. ROBERT CHANG’S 95TH BIRTHDAY

CHRISTIE’S IS PROUD TO PRESENT

AN IMPORTANT AND EXTREMELY RARE 

BLUE AND WHITE "KUI DRAGON" JAR 

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE ROBERT CHANG

THE ROBERT CHANG ART AND EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Please Click the Button to Watch and Learn More About 

The Extraordinary Life of  Mr. Robert Chang

https://www.christies.com/features/Robert-Chang-A-Collector-For-the-Ages-11564-3.aspx?sc_lang=en&lid=1




On his milestone 95th birthday and in recognition of Robert Chang's enduring legacy and contribution to the

connoisseurship of Chinese art, Christie's is delighted to present An Important and Extremely Rare Blue and

White “KUI DRAGON" Jar, to be offered in the Important Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art auction on 28

May, 2021.

Proceeds from the sale of the lot will benefit The Robert Chang Art and Education Foundation, a charitable

organization for the education and promotion in the understanding of Chinese art.

What Makes This Jar Exceptionally Important?

A Unique Design: Decorated with an unusual 'kui dragon' which features a long snout, wings and a scrolling

tail, the jar is inspired by the mythical creature Makara from Indian mythology, and is also sometimes referred

to as 'xiangcao (sweet grass) dragon', possibly due to its scrolling grass-like tail.

Exceptionally Rare: There are very few surviving jars from the Xuande period decorated with kui dragons.

One almost identical example is preserved in the Palace Museum, Beijing. The other is in the collection of the

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge.

Striking Colour: The cobalt blue pigment on this jar is exceptionally vivid and brilliant, reminiscent of sapphire

jewels. The potting is also of exquisite quality, resulting in the white clay body and elegant proportion.

Strong Provenance: Mr. Robert Chang acquired this piece at auction from Christie’s London in 1988 for

£30,000, and has remained in his collection ever since. It was exhibited at Christie’s London in 1993.

An Important And Extremely Rare Blue And White 'KUI DRAGON’ Jar 
Xuande Six-Character Mark In Underglaze Blue Within A Double Circle And Of The Period (1426-1435)

7 1/4 in. (18.3 cm.) high
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About Christie’s

Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Founded

in 1766 by James Christie, Christie's has conducted the greatest and most celebrated auctions through the centuries

providing a popular showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions annually in over 80

categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices

range from $200 to over $100 million. Christie’s also has a long and successful history conducting Private Sales for

clients and online sales are offered year-round across all categories. Christie’s global presence is spread across a

network of international salerooms and 61 representatives and offices. Christies.com provides detailed articles and

videos on the objects offered for sale alongside the latest advances in digital viewing tools to make Christie’s accessible

to all.

Private Sales are an integral and complementary part of Christie’s global business and in 2020 contributed $1.5 billion

(£1.2 billion), a record year for the platform at Christie’s and an increase of 84% YoY. Christie’s Private Sales offers a

seamless service for buying and selling art outside of the auction calendar. From fine and decorative arts to jewellery

and watches, our specialists will use Christie’s global network to help shape your collection, connect you with the right

people and broker a sale. In addition, the Private Sales team hold regular curated exhibitions around the world. Christie’s

founder James Christie regularly offered Private Sales, most notably the sale in the 18th Century of the magnificent art

collection amassed by Great Britain’s first Prime Minister, Sir Robert Walpole to Catherine the Great of Russia which

formed the core of Russia’s Hermitage collection.

Private Sales – Our Best Kept Secret….https://www.christies.com/privatesales

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of

the Conditions of Sale at the back of the sale catalogue.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of

applicable fees.
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