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GEMS OF 17TH CENTURY PORCELAIN
FROM THE COLLECTION OF SIR MICHAEL BUTLER GCMG

(PART 1)

Rosemary Scott, Independent Scholar

This is the second sale of 17th century porcelains from the remarkable
collection of the late Sir Michael Butler to be held by Christie’s Hong
Kong — the first sale in 2022 having engendered huge
enthusiasm amongst collectors. Sir Michael Butler (1927-
2013) is known as one of the last of the important 20th
century British collectors of Chinese ceramics. He also
had a very distinguished career in the British Foreign
Office, which he joined in 1950, serving not only in
London, but in Baghdad, Paris, Geneva, Washington, and
Brussels. In 1975 he was awarded CMG (Commander of
the Order of St. Michael and St. George) by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. In 1980 he was elevated to Knight
Commander (KCMG), while in 1984 Sir Michael was
further awarded the highest rank of this order, GCMG (Knight Grand
Cross of the Order of St. Michael and St. George). In 1985 he retired

EFERIRZR+CiHicE=R

BRI (B 2E)

from the Foreign Office and applied himself to a number of advisory
roles and directorships. In the same year, Sir Michael became deputy
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Victoria and

Albert Museum, a role he occupied until 1997.

Sir Michael Butler acquired his first piece of Chinese
porcelain in London in 1961. This was a 17th century
green-glazed wine or tea pot in the shape of a section
of bamboo (illustrated in Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen
Porcelain_from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collection
— Beauty’s Enchantment, Shanghai, 2005, pp. 262-3, no. 94),
which turned out to be a unique surviving example of
this type. In 1961 Chinese porcelains of the 17th century
were a misunderstood and under-researched group compared to those

of the 16th and 18th centuries. However, during the last quarter of the
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Lot 3048 Lot 3012 Lot 3013 Lot 3018 Lot 3009
Am30485% A@30125% AE30135% A@30185% HT?300985%

20th and first decade of the 21st century, Sir Michael, together with
scholars such as Margaret Medley, Julia Curtis and Stephen Little, in the
West, and Wang Qingzheng in China, sought to redress this imbalance,
creating an informed and structured approach to 17th century

porcelains.

Chinese porcelains of the 17th century, encompassing the late Ming
and early Qing periods, remained the primary focus of Sir Michael’s
long collecting career. Study of his collecting history by the current
generation is greatly facilitated by the fact that from 1965 he kept a
record of his purchases and disposals in a carefully annotated ledger. In
2021 key information from these ledgers, along with much additional
research and biographical detail, was incorporated into the excellent
catalogue raisonné of his collection published by Sir Michael’s younger
daughter Katharine Butler and the scholar Teresa Canepa (T. Canepa
and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate, London, 2021).

st

The current catalogue offers a second selection of pieces from Sir
Michael’s collection, and covers the period from the Ming dynasty
Tiangi reign (1621-27) through the Qing dynasty Kangxi reign (1662~
1722). The large blue and white dish with flattened rim (lot 3048)
provides a rare example of a high-quality porcelain vessel with genuine,
well-written, Tianqi six-character mark. Its interior decoration of a
basket of flowers, while seen in the Wanli reign, is rare among Tianqi
porcelains. The sale also includes an interesting group of ko-sometsuke
wares dating to the Tianqi reign. These were created by the Chinese
potters especially to cater to the tastes of Japanese tea masters, and hence
are often known in the West by their Japanese names. The majority of
the ko-sometsuke (for example lot 3012, 3013 and 3018), which would
have been used for the kaiseki food, which formed part of the formal tea
ceremony. Another group of porcelains designed to appeal to the tastes
of Japanese tea connoisseurs are the enamelled pieces known as ko-aka-e

(old red-painted) dating to the Tianqi and Chongzhen (1621-44) reigns.
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Lot 3016 Lot 3030
3016557 Hm30308%
These are also predominantly small kaiseki dishes (for example lot 3009

and 3016). These 17th century porcelains, made to fulfill important
roles in the Japanese tea ceremony have become a focus of academic

attention in the first quarter of the 21st century.

The sale includes a number of porcelains skilfully decorated with
scenes of figures in landscape, which can be identified as coming from
Chinese legend, history, or literature. Dating to the Chongzhen reign is
an ovoid jar (lot 3030), on which four of the Eight Daoist Immortals
are shown seated on the ground beside a globular vessel from which
steam or smoke rises. A double-gourd-shaped vase (lot 3042), also from
the Chongzhen reign, is particularly skilfully painted with the story
of Grand Chancellor Bing Ji and the panting buffalo. When travelling
through an area of heavy fighting, Bing Ji did not stop, but when he

came across a farmer with an ox that was clearly tired and panting, he

B
s

S
e

*

s

Lot 3042
Am30425%

Lot 3035
30355

stopped to ask if they had walked far. On hearing that they had not, he
determined that the ox was exhausted because of the heat, and, as it was
still only spring, this indicated an unusual weather pattern that might

have a serious effect on agricultural production.

Among the pieces dated to the Shunzhi reign (1644-61) are more
porcelains decorated with identifiable figures in landscape. An
enamelled saucer dish (lot 3035) has been painted with a design of the
Eight Daoist Immortals on a rocky terrace, which is being approached
by Shoulao, the Star God of Longevity, riding on a cloud. On its
base this saucer dish bears the inscription mu fu jia qi (Fine vessel for
the Mu Family). One of the oveglaze enamelled bowls (lot 3029)
from the Shunzhi reign depicts a scene from one of the most popular
literary sources Xixiang ji (Romance of the Western Chamber). The

decoration depicts the heroine of the story, Cui YingYing, with her
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Lot 3029
HA@30295%

Lot 3051
A@30515%

maid, Hongniang, standing beneath a willow tree, looking out over a
pond.They are on their way to meetYingying’s lover, Zhang Sheng. The
two-line inscription comes from the Xixiang ji and reads: Nenlv chitang
cangshuiya, ziran youya, danhuang yangliu daiqiya (The ducks are sleeping,
hiding on the green pond, natural and elegant, the crows are roosting in the pale

yellow willows).

Literary allusions can also be found on a number of the Kangxi
porcelains in the current sale. For example, a large gilt-decorated
famille verte dish is painted with characters from the famous novel
‘The Water Margin’, the base is inscribed with a Kangxi six-character
mark (lot 3051). Like the literati of the 17th century, Sir Michael was
fascinated by depictions of the Ode to the Red Cliff by the Song dynasty
literatus Su Shi (1037—1101, also known as Su Dongpo). The poem

describes a trip that Su Shi made with some friends in 1082 to visit
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Lot 3040 Lot 3008
$A3040355% $Am3008355%

the Red Clift, which had been the location for an epic naval battle at
the end of the Han dynasty in the winter of AD 208. Depictions of the
event as well as the poem itself can be seen on the handsome square-
section vase in the current sale (lot 3040). A particularly fine Kangxi
brush pot (lot 3008) combines exceptional painting with poetic
inscriptions. The brush pot has been painted in the style of the famous
Song dynasty painter, calligrapher and poet Mi Fu (1051—1107) with
soft washes of blue apparently applied as dots with a wet, flat brush.
The effect created is of a misty river landscape, through which wild
geese fly in formation into the distance. Two poems are inscribed, like
a colophon on the other side of the brush pot — they reflect on autumn
on the river and the flight of the wild geese.This is a piece to delight the

heart of a literatus from any century.
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

2999
A BLUE AND WHITE "'THREE FRIENDS OF
WINTER" SLEEVE VASE

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)
The vase is inscribed with a poem illustrated in the scene.

18 % 1in. (47.5 cm.) high

HK$200,000-300,000 US$26,000-39,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

China Institute Gallery, New York, Chinese Porcelains of the
Seventeenth Century: Landscapes, Scholars' Motifs and Narratives,

22 April- 5 August 1995

Shanghai Museum, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen Porcelain from the
Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's Enchantment,

1 December 2005- 28 February 2006

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, ‘The Butler Family collection — Supplement to the
1990 Catalogue', Collections Baur, no. 58, Autumn-Winter 1994,
pp. 5-64, pl. 12

J. B. Curtis, Chinese Porcelains of the Seventeenth Century: Landscapes,
Scholars' Motifs and Narratives, New York, 1995, pp. 116-117, no. 45
Sir M. Butler and Q. Wang, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen
Porcelain from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's
Enchantment, Shanghai, 2006, pp. 136-137, no. 34

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 298, pl. I111.3.45a, b

‘After the tragic demise of the Ming dynasty, survivors of the
Ming became obedient subjects to the Qing rulers, although
their loyalty to the former ruler remained and prompted
them to express their despair and resignation through
tangible forms. The painting on this brush pot depicts the
‘Three Friends of Winter’, a symbol of uprightness amidst
hardship, while the poem, composed by the Sothern-Song
female poet Zhu Shuzhen, praises martyrs and solitary
heroes. All the same time, the inscription Xixintang

zhi, ‘"Made by the Hall of Following the Current’, convey
submission to the new authority. A feeling of personal and
collective remorse, is probably a perennial theme found
among many throughout dynasties.’
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EREIRIRITE

3000

AN ENAMELLED PETAL-MOULDED ‘FIGURAL
DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

7 % 1in. (19.5 cm.) diam.

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 153, pl. 111.1.238
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
ERERIRL R

3001
AN ENAMELLED INSECT AND PLANT' BOWL

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

5 % in. (14.7 cm.) diam.

HKs$10,000-15,000 US$1,300-1,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 152, pl. 111.1.232
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3002

A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘"MASTER OF THE
ROCKS'SHALLOW DISH

SHUNZHI-KANGXI PERIOD (1644-1722)

6 ¥ in. (16.5 cm.) diam.

HK$80,000-120,000 US$11,000-15,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 139, no. 88

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 297, pl. 111.3.44a, b
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3003
A BLUE AND WHITE 'PHOENIX AND PEONY’
SHALLOW BOWL

KANGXIPERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with a six-character inscription reading tong meiruyu
zhenwan, 'precious object as beautiful as jade'.

5 7% in. (15 cm.) diam.

HK$30,000-50,000 US$3,900-6,400

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 378, pl. 111.4.12a, b
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
ERHRIRL R

3004
AN INCISED WHITE-GLAZED 'FLOWER AND
INSECT OVOID JAR

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)
6 % in. (16 cm.) high

HK$15,000-20,000 US$2,000-2,600

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 500, pl. I11.5.5a, b
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3005
AN ENAMELLED 'EAGLE AND PINE TREE’
FOLIATE DISH

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
The base is inscribed with a character reading fu, fortune’.

5 % in. (14.4 cm.) diam.

HKs$6,000-8,000 US$780-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 70, no. 32

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 157, pl. 111.1.277
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3000

A CARVED UNDERGLAZE-BLUE, COPPER-RED
AND CELADON-GLAZED 'LANDSCAPE'JAR

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

13 % in. (34.7 cm.) high

HK$40,000-60,000 USs$5,200-7,700

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 488, pl. 111.4.198
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EAFRRIREE

3007
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘LANDSCAPE' ‘PHOENIX
TAIL VASE

KANGXIPERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

15 % in. (39.2 cm.) high

HK$80,000-120,000 US$11,000-15,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 170, no. 116

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 460, pl. 111.4.132

HE D BRI R 2

JEchte [ RBARLCEER | B ©

B U

ERREIRIEE > B

Jg 5

EF12FREY)EEKRE » {Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3008

A LARGE BLUE AND WHITE "WILD GEESE AND
LANDSCAPE'BRUSH POT

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)
The brush potis inscribed with two poems describing each scene, and the
base has an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

7 % in. (18.8 cm.) diam.

HK$300,000-500,000 US$39,000-64,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
China Institute Gallery, New York, Chinese Porcelains of the
Seventeenth Century: Landscapes, Scholars' Motifs and Narratives,
22 April- 5 August 1995

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, ‘The Butler Family collection — Supplement to the
1990 Catalogue', Collections Baur, no. 58, Autumn-Winter 1994,
pp. 5-64, pl. 24

J. B. Curtis, Chinese Porcelains of the Seventeenth Century: Landscapes,
Scholars' Motifs and Narratives, New York, 1995, pp. 80-81, no. 24
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 457, pl. 111.4.126a-d
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Landscapes, Scholars' Motifs and Narratives) * #E] > 19954 »
E80—-81 #mHk24

HIE R ETEGES S (AR - B - BRI L2
FEHFOHREZ ) - Mgk 20214F » B457 » [BRRIL.4.126a—d

(another view 5—H)






PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3009
AN UNDERGLAZE-BLUE AND ENAMELLED
‘RIVERSCAPE"' DEEP CANTED SQUARE DISH
CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
6 /2 in. (16.5 cm.) square
HK$6,000-8,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

US$780-1,000

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 40, no. 37

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 155, pl. I11.1.256

WS HAEILRIZ Tl 25 fo 4%
A

BRI R RE i 2=

358

ANFREREFRZLEYIEE - R B E > (Chinese Porcelain: The
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EFFERIELRE

3010
AN ENAMELLED 'MANDARIN DUCK' DISH

SHUNZHI-KANGXI PERIOD (1644-1722)

6 % in. (17 cm.) diam.

HKs$15,000-25,000 US$2,000-3,200

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 132, no. 82

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 487, pl. 111.4.192
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3011

A BLUE AND WHITE '‘BIRDS AND
CHRYSANTHEMUM' BALUSTER JAR

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

9 % in. (23.9 cm.) high

HK$80,000-100,000 US$11,000-13,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 84, no. 101

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 308, pl. I11.3.58
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3012
A BLUE AND WHITE "HARE AND LINGZH!' DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

8 % in. (20.8 cm.) diam.

HKs$8,000-12,000 USs$1,100-1,500

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 29, no. 17

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 150, pl. I11.1.201
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3013
A BLUE AND WHITE "HARE AND TRIGRAMS'
OCTAGONAL DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

8 % in. (20.5 cm.) diam.

HK$7,000-10,000 US$900-1,300

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 27, no. 14

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 147, pl. II1.1.156
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3014
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘'SCHOLAR AND BOY’
DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

6 in. (15 cm.) diam.

HKs5,000-8,000 US$650-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, pp. 100-101, pl. I11.1.54

WIRE HAEs UK IEr R
13/

BRI 5 > 95

-

HWEE R ESSGESS - (AEMERERT - el - BRI R L
AL ) o 5 20214 H100—-101 » [BIFRIIL1.54

PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EREHFELRE

3015
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘BIRD AND BUTTERFLY’
SAUCER DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

6 % 1in. (15.5 cm.) diam.

HKs$6,000-8,000 US$780-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 147, pl. IIL1.161
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3016

AN ENAMELLED IMMORTAL AND CRANES'
DISH

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
The base is inscribed with a four-character inscription reading tianxia taiping,
‘peace under heaven'.

8 % in. (21 cm.) diam.

HK$30,000-50,000 US$3,900-6,400

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, 'Chinese Porcelain at the End of the Ming', Transactions
of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 1983- 84, vol. 48, London, 1985,

pp- 33-62, pl. 21 (one)

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p. 63, no. 25

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 120, pl. I11.1.86
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3017
AN ENAMELLED BLUE AND WHITE ‘PEACH
AND POMEGRANATE' DISH

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
The interior is inscribed with a four-character inscription reading yutang jiaqi,
‘precious vessel for the Jade Hall'.

4 7% 1n. (12.3 cm.) diam.

HKs$6,000-8,000 US$780-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 154, pl. I11.1.253
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3018

A MOULDED BLUE AND WHITE ‘DEER AND
PINE TREE' CHRYSANTHEMUM DISH

WANLI-TIANQI PERIOD (1573-1627)

8 %5 1n. (20.5 cm.) diam.

HK$8,000-12,000 US$1,100-1,500

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:

A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 21, no. 5

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 38, no.2

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 110, pl. I11.1.68
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3019
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘BIRD AND
FLOWER'BALUSTER VASE

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

6in. (15.3 cm.) high

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 360, pl. 111.3.114
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3020

A SMALL UNDERGLAZE-BLUE AND COPPER-
RED-DECORATED ‘'SANDUO’ MEIPING

KANGXIPERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing four-character mark.

5 %2 1in. (14 cm.) high

HK$30,000-50,000 US$3,900-6,400

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A
Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Tiansitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 103, no. 124

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 487, pl. 111.4.188
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
ERER IR

3021

A MINIATURE BLUE AND WHITE ‘FLOWER AND
FRUIT' BALUSTER VASE

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

4 % in. (11.8 cm.) high

HKs5,000-8,000 US$650-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

ITHEER WS BB RE0M
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
ERER IR

3022

A BLUE AND WHITE ‘SHOULAO" ‘GARLIC-
MOUTH" VASE

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

8 % in. (23.2 cm.) high

HK$80,000-120,000 US$11,000-15,000

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 399, pl. 111.4.42a, b

IHHER T AE 2R sruri
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3023
AN ENAMELLED BLUE AND WHITE ‘FIGURAL
SAUCER DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

6 % in. (16.3 cm.) diam.

HKs$6,000-8,000 US$780-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 152, pl. I11.1.225

WIRRL HAE RS Ll
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
ERBIRIRI R

3024
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘CRANE AND PINE TREE'
SAUCER DISH

TIANQI PERIOD (1621-1627)

6 % in. (15.8 cm.) diam.

HKs$5,000-8,000 US$650-1,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 147, pl. 111.1.160
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3025
A BLUE AND WHITE 'FLOWER AND BIRD’
JARDINIERE

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

9 in. (23 cm.) diam.

HK$80,000-120,000 US$11,000-15,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 302, pl. 111.3.49
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3026

A BLUE AND WHITE ‘GEESE AND REED’
BULBOUS JAR

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing six-character mark.

7 % in. (19.2 cm.) high

HK$60,000-80,000 US$7,800-10,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p. 115, no. 68

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 309, pl. II1. 3.60
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hAR:

OsEL e M. Medley KS. Little 5% » {Seventeenth Century
Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection) * RRJFELLIA
HESTEREMN > 19904F 115 #@hke8
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3027
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘'SCHOLARS’
DOUBLE GOURD VASE

CHONGZHEN-SHUNZHI PERIOD (1628-1661)

7 % in. (18.5 cm.) high

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 65, no. 73

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 251, pl. I11.2.89

WERRUVRSIETG ¥ AE R LK i

BE U

B R IE L 5 > (=

Jig

INF RERE V2 EE AR B %% > {Chinese Porcelain: The
Transitional Period 1620—1683: A Selection from the Michael Butler
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i

M - EER#) ~ B. Harrisson AT JERE A THYIEE S > (Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620—1683: A Selection from the
Michael Butler Collection ) * faf Bl S {% & » 19865 » E65 * fiik73
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3028
AN ENAMELLED FOLIATE SAUCER DISH

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
The base is inscribed with a character reading ya, ‘elegance’.

6 in. (15.2 cm.) diam.

HK$15,000-20,000 US$2,000-2,600

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 156, pl. I11.1.269
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3029
A FAMILLE VERTE 'ROMANCE OF THE
WESTERN CHAMBER' BOWL

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

The bowl is inscribed with a poem excerpt from Romance of the Western
Chamber, and the base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing six-character
mark.

6 % in. (16.2 cm.) diam.

HK$30,000-50,000 US$3,900-6,400

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 352, pl. I11.3.100

WG AR PRy Sl o

s

IARIthiE (EIEERS - BAR) WAt » EISHIAIEES -
JEEhtE [ KEASRIAEEEY | 248K -

13/ F
ERHEIR G 5]

HihR:
HiRE R ETESE > (RN - Efl - EEhE L
ORI R 20214F - B352 ¢ [BIARIIL 3.100
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3030
A BLUE AND WHITE 'IMMORTALS’ OVOID JAR

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)

9 % in. (23 cm.) high

HK$80,000-120,000 US$11,000-15,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 76, no. 35

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p.187, pl. I11.2.15a, b

WIS B e =G
1378
BRI R IR i, (=]
Jit

5‘312§T§¢@'§E;@% » {Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain
from the Butler Family Collection) * 19904F

Hi®

BRI R - M. Medley KS. Little 53 * {Seventeenth Century
Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection) * BAEILIA
HESTERAMN » 19904F  E76  HRHE35

HIERESESEAZ > (MIFEEERT - Erof - a2
FEHATFREE) o 20214  E187 0 [BIRKIIL2.154, b
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3031
A BLUE AND WHITE 'PHEASANT AND PEONY
JAR

KANGXI SIX-CHARACTER MARK IN UNDERGLAZE BLUE AND OF THE
PERIOD (1662-1722)

8 %5 in. (21.7 cm.) high

HK$100,000-150,000 US$13,000-19,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 92, no. 109

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 397, pl. I11.4.40a, b

IAHEEE HAESR IR EAE /Ny ik
Be:

BRI IR SEB

13E

INTF BERE R YRR » Tai B B % > {Chinese Porcelain: The
Transitional Period 1620—1683: A Selection from the Michael Butler
Collection) * 19865

Hi@

M - B4R ~ B. Harrisson ST e AR YRS 3% > (Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620—1683: A Selection from the
Michael Butler Collection) > {af B B X E » 19864F - 92 > ##5109
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
B RIELE

3032
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘PEONY’ SHALLOW DISH

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing six-character mark.

6 Y in. (16 cm.) diam.

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,000-3,900

PROVENANCE:
Henry Knowler Collection, no. 40, according to label

The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 487, pl. 111.4.184

THHEER HAEHE MU

[ | KBASRIBHFE | S -

38

Henry Knowler 8 Jif, * Saii40 (F5AE4E)
EARFEIR IR TR - 93
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HHATEIZRY o S 20214F 487 [EIARIIL4.184
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EAFERIEEHE

3033
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘BUTTERFLY
BOWL

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)

The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

4 % in. (12 cm.) diam.

HKs$15,000-25,000 US$2,000-3,200

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 22, no. 6

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 250, pl. I11.2.76

WISl S EEA R
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3034

A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘FIGURAL OVOID
JAR

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)

6 % in. (15.8 cm.) high

HKs$50,000-80,000 US$6,500-10,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

WESRL TED Al

13/ F
ERHIR G ]
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EFERIEL

3035
AN ENAMELLED 'SHOULAO' BIRTHDAY DISH

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

The inscriptions on the interior of the dish is partially effaced and illegible,
most likely describing the scene. The base has four characters reading mu fu
jia gi (precious vessel for the Mu Family).

8 % in. (21 cm.) diam.

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 59, no. 64
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EFERIEL

3036
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘RIVERSCAPE’
SAUCER DISH

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

3 % 1in. (9.8 cm.) diam.

HK$6,000-9,000 US$780-1,200

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

WIZER ALK

JEhE [ KBBRL LS | SHER o
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3037
A BLUE AND WHITE 'FIGURAL WAISTED
BOTTLE VASE

KANGXIPERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Chenghua six-character mark.

16 in. (40.8 cm.) high

HK$150,000-250,000 US$20,000-32,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
pp- 186-187, no. 130

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 393, pl. 111.4.35

TAHEER T AE NPl S

JEEHE [ KEBRUACEFSL | SHE -
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ERHIR I B

[E38

EFN2FHEYIEEKE » {Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain
from the Butler Family Collection ) * 19904F
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RS e - M. Medley KS. Little 5% » {Seventeenth Century
Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection) * RRJFELLIA
HETTEREN » 19904F » E186—187 » #9130
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(another view 5—H)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3038
ABLUE AND WHITE 'FIGURAL OVOID JAR AND
COVER

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)

7 % in. (19.7 cm.) high

HKs$60,000-80,000 US$7,800-10,000

PROVENANCE:
Spink & Son Ltd., London, according to label
The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 250, pl. I11.2.82

WIZART HAEET I 220

Be:
Spink & Son Ltd. > i (J51245)
BRI R IEEE 6 - S

Hikg:
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3039

A CARVED UNDERGLAZE-BLUE, COPPER-RED
AND CELADON-GLAZED 'MAGNOLIA AND
PEONY' JARDINIERE

KANGXI SIX-CHARACTER MARKIN UNDERGLAZE BLUE WITHIN A
DOUBLE CIRCLE AND OF THE PERIOD (1662-1722)

8 in. (20 cm.) diam.

HK$150,000-200,000 US$20,000-26,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 105, no. 129

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 488, pl. I11.4.199
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3040
A BLUE AND WHITE SQUARE-SECTION ‘ODE
TO THE RED CLIFF' VASE

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing six-character mark.

20 % in. (53 cm.) high

HK$500,000-800,000 US$65,000-100,000

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, ‘Chinese Porcelain at the Beginning of the Qing,
Transactions of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 1984-1985, vol. 49, London,
1986, pp. 11-39, pl. 38

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 446, pl. 111.4.106
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3040 Continued

The present facetted vase has tall tapering sides and is surmounted by a
trumpet neck. Two sides are inscribed with the "Ode to the Red Cliff' by the
Song-dynasty poet, Su Shi (1037-1101). The other two sides are decorated
with figures in landscape and riverscape illustrating scenes from the poem.
The shoulders are further decorated with floral sprays and the neck with
bamboo.

The two long inscriptions to the sides contain the Former Ode to the Red
Cliff and the Later Ode to the Red Cliff, both composed by the famous
Song Dynasty poet Su Shi (1037-1101). The nine-characters following
each long inscription contain the titles of the poems and Su Shi’s other
name, Su Zizhan. This subject was very popular during the Kangxi period
and appears on a variety of high-quality blue and white wares, including
brush pots, square-section vases, large ‘phoenix-tail vases’ and gu-form
vases. A very similar 'Red Cliff' square vase is in the Shanghai Museum,
illustrated in Kangxi Porcelain Wares, Hong Kong, 1998, pp. 42-43, pl. 31;
and another similar vase is illustrated by Julia Curtis, Chinese Porcelains of
the Seventeenth Century, New York, 1995, p. 84, no. 26. A nearly identical
example with related scenes and inscription was sold at Christie’s Paris,
6 July 2022, lot 184. Another brush pot example with inscriptions only
from the "Second Ode on the Red Cliff’ was sold at Christie’s New York,
23 September 2022, lot 1013.

The Butler Family had another ‘Ode to Red Cliff’ square vase, inscribed with
a Kangxi six-character mark and of the period; it was sold at Christie’'s Hong
Kong as part of its first single-owner collection section, 29 November 2022,
lot 2968.

Beaararr

e

'

L L S Y e T T T
B T
YRR ERAT DB ARBIEAERYB L ey k

B SN RS A BN AR AR RS TN,

ERERFRALIERENE (I REEE ) — AT E S CRERRIT EEIEEE

FlZRERESKIEYEERFANBGE - L BIEMERE 0 B ( LiSEMER
BREREESR) - TS 199845 H42-73 BIHR31; B—HIE#Julia Curtis
{Chinese Porcelains of the Seventeenth Century) » {153 19954 »
E83-84 {mER26 - HBEMmH LA R—&FHEREZf SR ERELTS
202257868 Im1845% ; B—LME BB A+ 2 REES L ER I
E1+182022F9823HRE » 1101385 0

EEHRIESE — AR REAFREERNSE S SR REREAESE
ETEMEIRIHEEY ) 20226118290 A5 296855 °

PABATIF nEmm R g

it L 1t TR TS

(another view 5—H)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3041
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE 'FLOWER, BIRDS
AND LINGZHI’ GU-FORM VASE

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)
There is an apocryphal Jiajing six-character mark inscribed below the mouth
rim.

7 % in. (18.7 cm.) high

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 77, no. 90

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 536, pl. IV.4a, b
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(another view 5—H)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3042
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘BINGJI AND THE
BUFFALO’ DOUBLE-GOURD VASE

CHONGZHEN PERIOD (1628-1644)

12 % in. (31.7 cm.) high

HKs$150,000-250,000 US$20,000-32,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 80, no. 39

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 236, pl. I11.2.65
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(another view 5—H)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3043
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘BUTTERFLY AND
FLOWER' CONDIMENT POT

MING DYNASTY, 17THCENTURY
The flat mouth rim is inscribed with a four-character inscription reading wuwei
tiaohe, 'harmonizing the five flavours’,

2 % in. (7 cm.) diam.

HK$30,000-50,000 US$3,900-6,400

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 40, no. 4

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 145, pl. TIL.1.142

Wik 4 e R
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EFERIEL

3044
A WUCAI'EIGHT IMMORTALS' JAR

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)
7 % 1in. (18 cm.) high

HK$60,000-100,000 US$7,800-13,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p.45, no. 45

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 363, pl. I11.3.136
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3045
A SUPERB LARGE BLUE AND WHITE
'LANDSCAPE’ GU-FORM VASE

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

20 in. (50.8 cm.) high

HK$150,000-200,000 US$20,000-20,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:

A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

China Institute Gallery, New York, Chinese Porcelains of the
Seventeenth Century: Landscapes, Scholars' Motifs and Narratives,

22 April- 5 August 1995

Shanghai Museum, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen Porcelain from the
Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's Enchantment,

1 December 2005- 28 February 2006

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 88, no. 104
Sir M. Butler, ‘Chinese Porcelain at the Beginning of the Qing,
Transactions of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 1984-1985, vol. 49,
London, 1986, pp. 11-39, pl. 27

J. B. Curtis, Chinese Porcelains of the Seventeenth Century: Landscapes,
Scholars' Motifs and Narratives, New York, 1995, pp. 64-65, no. 14
Sir M. Butler and Q. Wang, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen
Porcelain from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's
Enchantment, Shanghai, 20006, pp. 160-161 , no. 46

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 486, pl. I11.4.176
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(another view 5—m)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3046
A RARE BLUE AND WHITE ‘MASTER OF THE
ROCKS''LANDSCAPE’' DISH

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

12 7% 1n. (32.5 cm.) diam.

HK$150,000-200,000 US$20,000-26,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:

A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 88, no. 105

Sir M. Butler, ‘Chinese Porcelain at the Beginning of the Qing,
Transactions of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 1984-1985, vol. 49,
London, 1986, pp. 11-39, pl. 29

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 137, no. 86

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 407, pl. IIL.4.56a, b
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3047

A RARE BLUE AND WHITE ‘"MASTER OF THE
ROCKS" 'LANDSCAPE' CYLINDRICAL TRIPOD
CENSER

KANGXI PERIOD (1662-1722)

7 in. (17.8 cm.) diam.

HK$400,000-600,000 J8$52,000-77,000

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

China Institute Gallery, New York, Chinese Porcelains of the
Seventeenth Century: Landscapes, Scholars' Motifs and Narratives,
22 April- 5 August 1995

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, “The Butler Family collection — Supplement to the
1990 Catalogue', Collections Baur, no. 58, Autumn-Winter 1994,
pp. 5-64, pl. 15

J. B. Curtis, Chinese Porcelains of the Seventeenth Century: Landscapes,
Scholars' Motifs and Narratives, New York, 1995, pp. 72-73, no. 19
T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 414, pl. 111.4.63a, b
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(another view 55—H)
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3048
A RARE LARGE BLUE AND WHITE ‘FLOWER
BASKET' BASIN

TIANQI SIX-CHARACTER MARK IN UNDERGLAZE BLUE WITHIN A
DOUBLE CIRCLE AND OF THE PERIOD (1621-1627)

12 % in. (32.7 cm.) diam.

HK$150,000-250,000 US$20,000-32,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

Shanghai Museum, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen Porcelain from the
Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's Enchantment,

1 December 2005- 28 February 2006

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
pp- 40-41,no. 5

Sir M. Butler and Q. Wang, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen

Porcelain from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's
Enchantment, Shanghai, 2006, pp. 66-67, no. 3

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 88, pl. I11.1.35
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(mark)

(another view 55—H)

64



65



PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3049
A BLUE AND WHITE ‘BUDDHIST LION'
SHALLOW BOWL

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)
The base is inscribed with an apocryphal Jiajing six-character mark.

6 % in. (16.3 cm.) diam.

HK$20,000-30,000 US$2,600-3,900

PROVENANCE:
The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 118, no. 70

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 360, pl. I11.3.107
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
BRI

3050
A SMALL BLUE AND WHITE ‘GEESE AND
LOTUS' VASE

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

6 Y% in. (15.5 cm.) high

HKs$40,000-60,000 US$5,200-7,700

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:
A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

LITERATURE:

M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 74, no. 86

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 309, pl. I11.3.59
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EAFRRIREE

3051
A RARE GILT-DECORATED FAMILLE VERTE
"WATER MARGIN' DISH

KANGXI SIX-CHARACTER MARKIN UNDERGLAZE BLUE WITHIN A
DOUBLE CIRCLE AND OF THE PERIOD (1662-1722)

12 % in. (32.8 cm.) diam.

HK$200,000-300,000 US$26,000-39,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:

The Princessehof National Museum of Ceramics, Leeuwarde,
Netherlands, Chinese Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683:

A Selection from the Michael Butler Collection, 1986

Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

LITERATURE:
M. Butler, B. Harrisson, and Princessehof Museum, Chinese
Porcelain: The Transitional Period 1620-1683: A Selection from the Michael
Butler Collection, Leeuwarden, Netherlands, 1986, p. 97, no. 115

Sir M. Butler, ‘Chinese Porcelain at the Beginning of the Qing,’
Transactions of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 1984-1985, vol. 49,
London, 1986, pp. 11-39, pl. 34

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 182, no. 126

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 435, pl. 111.4.90
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PROPERTY FROM THE BUTLER FAMILY COLLECTION
EAFRRIREE

3052
A WUCAI'PHOENIX AND PEONY’ BALUSTER
JAR

SHUNZHI PERIOD (1644-1661)

12 in. (31 cm.) high

HKs$70,000-100,000 US$9,000-13,000

PROVENANCE:

The Butler Family Collection, UK

EXHIBITED:
Travelling exhibition to 12 museums in the United States,
Seventeenth Century Chinese Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection,
1990

Shanghai Museum, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen Porcelain from the
Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's Enchantment,

1 December 2005- 28 February 2006

LITERATURE:

Sir M. Butler, M. Medley and S. Little, Seventeenth Century Chinese
Porcelain from the Butler Family Collection, Alexandria, Virginia, 1990,
p- 107, no. 60

Sir M. Butler and Q. Wang, Seventeenth Century Jingdezhen

Porcelain from the Shanghai Museum and the Butler Collections: Beauty's
Enchantment, Shanghai, 2006, pp. 344-345, no. 132

T. Canepa and K. Butler, Leaping the Dragon Gate- The Sir Michael
Butler Collection of Seventeenth-Century Chinese Porcelain, London,
2021, p. 346, pl. I11.3.94
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CHRISTIE'S #1445

22ND FLOOR ALEXANDRA HOUSE 18 CHATER ROAD CENTRAL HONG KONG
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